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The Master

Many years ago...

Wait !
Is the pond that old?

L

Maybe T should ask
somebody...

00
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Would you say
the pond is: A) old
B) pretty old

C) ancient?

2010

I don't answer
to surveys.

You're just gonna
sit there and stare

at me?

)
How old is the pond ? I was born here, .. it's at least g
I'm not sure... so I'm guessing... two years old.
gy (e L ||+ £
& P N
s
&

I've got
nothing else on my
schedule.

You're a haiku poet,
aren't you?

Please. help me
finish this poem.

What should T do?

Wi
tod ”“r”:&'_ ﬂ

Just do something.
Anything...

What about
I just jump in ?

”“r”ﬁi ﬁsi‘

82010

YES! Old pond.
a frog jumps in...
This could workl

‘%\“r Glad T could help.
Wi
@) o ¥ dal Y
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Write the poem down.
What are you waiting for?

e

A e
A,k My

I have to see if
it works first...
You want me
@ to jump in ?
w Yy

B, b dul ¥

e r

§
T don't usually do
rmy own stunts,

(D, ¢ B

Ok. Here it goes...

r R
SEN

i Jump in, already! j

@010

Don't guestion
my method|

2,

z
§
Bathing suit line.
—_—

b 4 a

“ﬁﬁﬁﬁrﬁ

The second most
difficult part...

¥ s
N

IS N A

g
]

N
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The poem says 'jumps in’
not 'slowly steps into the

water’,

o Qoo oy
YT

Can we change
the scripi?

NOS s

S2010

| g
i"l'he frog jumps in. ] ACTION ®
Where's my
stunt double?
There' +unt double. You'll live forever in %
You ;:ifsun;:ﬁpu?n F;lijr'szla history as the frog that L'm paid )
inspired Basho's famous minimum scale.
What's my L haiku. ./II v
motivations Oh.
i i P g P2
dunds dnk 2=
g
iIN THE WJ"LTEFE‘..“] &

b

£l
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Can you be
more specific?

b3 ¥

Can you do a triple
axel with back flip?

*

210

g
§
* bt

At Old Pond Elementary
I was the best student...

e
v 1w
s

3 52% kia

Il

-

g

I flunked g
diving school.
——

r =
=

All right. then. Don't
dive. Just jump inl

-

Mmm.
I don't know...
* i ¥

2010

I+ feels like the
moment has passed...

£ =y

.ul this yelling...
R

g
@

G X
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Why did T have to find
a frog who's affraid of

the waterl

&
k'S

I do not fear
the water.

£opEm oy

a2010

Irespect
the water,

I Jump in | |

I have to finish

1-!-.';. ey |

nis poeE

It's almost nighfima.)
S

aa

2

ol

@be it's meant ’r%

=1
L

L+ == .

- =
L el % _
u ks duk ™
Tk . + Let's call ita ms’rej
bu‘lr-l ?1":';’::;2—9'-;55; - i of time |
swim so... Let's call it a day. .M
TzzITILil
Rl Rl Rl | Rl T
E
J Uh-ohi ", It's lily season.
Z£222272772 LV_) \&‘/——/
L o & e g iz
% @ & || ﬁg % < g S
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Jump in |

Thefll be fine. j

I'm affraid to
disturb the lilies.

E;E

e
g

It's not the waterlillies
I'm wﬂr-r'le.-d about...

8010

It's the peace lilies.

Mo more waves!
Mo more splashes!

e

I

I've maode a deal
with the lilies.

N
o g S

Ete

You're allowed one
jump, so make it count.

Eetes
=t

—

g

Years later...

HATKU SCHOOL
NOW OPEN e

Shudy with Master Koo wha
-wra'le Boshe's Ffamms hailin

\ ! U“H AYITIVIR
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The Student

Mom, I'm going on
a haiku path.

- Will you be bﬂck\\l
2

for dinner?
YT cn

Mom, it takes
YEARS to become
rJ hailku master.

Wi || you.be. back.
for.dinner?

2010

L3 rs}_.q%j:( That's my boy! |

ipin-E h
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I'd like to
register to your
Haiku School.

Q. ed
g — Vi —

Fill the application,
include 50 haiku, a bio,
a list of publication and

PuLi i

_/

I want to study

at your school,

o E | I
]

T'm going to break
your 17 syllables...

Rip the season
words out of your

The Modernist | g
In fact, _ 8
/;;my haiku school, wﬁ you don't have to make Am I still allowed
don't have to write 17 syllables sense at all | to write a haiku ?
or use a season word... W—/
Q. ey G ems || P9 e
T i || =i LYY
S TRV | QR A O T S
The Haikuza | 3
Until there's @

nothing left but
the essential.

Then you've
come to the
right place.

Is this where
Basho wrote his
famous haiku?

It's where
I give a haiku class
every Tuesday night.
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The Challenge

You will participate
in MaHaiWriMo and write

one haiku a day for
one month.

£0q oo Y
0 iiﬂi A ﬁs ﬁz}iﬁs

Before I take you as

I'm lucky were
a student, you must pass

in February.
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Dld ',I'-DIJ Wae it /;jn‘n_‘!u;\'r\\ﬁ

write your first easy? in my sleep.
haiku? fallen asleep
| wake up on the other side
lily pond
'3 &) &
@; IRE

fireflies

too far
alas

Day 3

Where's
your haiku?

I was told to
write a haiku on
my hand.

swatting flies
with no intention
to kill

W= 1 Md=ch 1 ;
Dery 4
If I stare at the . g

... maybe a haiku
will come.

wall really hard...

L2 autumn evening
i - making friends
{{mﬂ [\{m\ﬂ C? with an old fly

%
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Day 5

B
I don't think I could live Rush hour
in a big city. must be horrible. ‘% +
We
I come back
+ home
ﬂ% ‘U u T - m f T
=}
i i o 7
Day 6
This was my favorite toy Mow the game
when I was young. doesn't last as iong.
full moon

crank
crank

ﬂ{ QW cronk

tar g foc
o B B
toc =
o

tadpoles growing
legs and arms

@200

Another haiku about
flies? You should try to

Mot what T meant.

expand a little bit. nap time
a fly
on my back
ié; Il '
Day 8
Sorry T didn't g
know you were not

a FLYYYYYYYYY.. hummingbird gust of wind

L the leaf rises

to the nest

M=

A’é% IIFFIFTILZ
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Master Kawozu said
I should step out--

and lock at the
world from a different
angle.

+ L

Oh, a butterfly!

north star
T look at it

o

sitting in the south

Day 10

still on the wall
my childhood
nightmares

thump thump
thump thump
thump thump

00
A

Day 11

I feel like I'm perfectly able iust enough wind
going to the Nfﬁg;‘vﬂ:i:;? to write with sand in ! a grain gf sand
beach. ' my bathing suit. 9 —
oG i A ) 3 )
L% |20 & ¥ B

Day 12

What about I was talking climbing out of the pool -
some exercise? GED“T ﬁ:lmmmg the weigh‘l‘
ut whatever, of water
ﬁ
1 b _
: 2
@
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Day 13

quiet pond a fish gets closer
T i NN N T
1
WORM e
T o
| SEs
Doy 14
She loves me not I dive into the moon
=
g
a pluck
A=
y = - . - o e - = . - i :;
Day 15
my shadow I turn my back to it still a frog
=
g
y LD S sigh
@ . @
Doy 16
raindrops - safe underwater
=
| I E
| I B
2 . I
- : : | ﬁ.—l_nﬂl?“w EE &:lu'_?w;';'c-__n
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Day 17

full moon the calm before the birth
Oh my He's got
Frog! my eyes |
— And 200

brothers and
sm'er's

Day 18

L]

goes
the walking first
muddy path stick
(AN
—_— T o ——e_
Day 19

I can't believe

you knocked a haiku
out of mel

Day 20

Ready for my
haiku lesson.

There's no white

belt in haiku.

this morning
once again wearing
my frog outfit

ﬁ sigh
A

€011
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Day 21

You are invited to a

garden party
FEIJI‘L[E[I'}’ 21st 2009

at 4.Dﬂpm
b oo bl Tl e

February 21 2011 at 4.00pm:

Where is
everybody?

far end of the garden
a snail
turns around

€201

Day 22

How do you like
your eggs?

Alive and

chirping. sunrise
a bird stirs
in the nest
?D ()
i;i‘"“-.
- | i I :
Day 23

you think?

her question
left unanswered -

slurp I caught a dragonfhy!
ol ¥ Wb ¥ g
Day 24
/w T last summer fly
o Mg Would e . T
all the flies? Oh. I did. - Tkillit
with a sigh
dhalrE B
* e b4 -
J.l N 'u I [j f/ ﬁ
&
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Day 25

What's the name
of your company again?

w | 7

Lyl

the frog jumps
over the mountain
into a cloud

-

o

8201

Day 26

full moon

my wish for a sister
fullfilled

£ 3
]

Day 27

Stop writing
senryu.

swatting
I miss -
the fly turns on me

aa sigh

{ink

2011

Day 2

What are you

doing?
Searching for
inspiration,

You're looking
at this human? |
" And he's
looking right
at mel

201

stare of a stranger -
a new friend
orF an engmy?

Oid o

pord... A

g ¥ >
AESEANL '
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The Apprentice

Will you
accept me
as your
student?

i

It depends.
What did you
learn this

That no matter
what T write, you will

s

Tallis " clls

je)

Then, you've learned
your first lesson. We'll

PR E

L < -
STUrT POrmOrTLns,
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This contract will ro the g
make you my helper @h d Next
and ﬂpppgmme ere do i 5'9" laughing crow. Egi:
* .ﬂi CRAI
i L] = o
I craw each tim T'll make E
I hear sume’rhlng a lTs ifh':ﬂ:luﬂ? CRAI
STUP'd apprentice. CRAI
CRAI

Here's a laptop,
a calculator and
an abacus.

What am i
supposedto do
with all this?

Count the
syllables of

L]

something
else than count
syllables?

Do you want to

of lines?

count the number

S0
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Now that
you work for me
we have to talk about
the dress code.

Here, put that
around your

neck.

What is it? )
e s W
&=l

L]

A symbol
of servitude.

4

'3

3
5

;
:

Do you enjoy
counting syllables
for a famous haiku
master?

It's allright.

P
18 £

I'm just mot
used to the

schedule yet.

[:_W'I'mn do you m:r'k?_j
Lapr v L
T s

:
Five o seven...
to five.

Lot P9 L

e

T ali

apprentice and i haven't

learn a single thing
about haikul
]

Lykr il
o= vl

[ Six weeks as your

=

We signed a contract.
I" ve got rights!

L3 iﬁﬂé
W[ w=e 2l

g
|
to remain silent.
¥ ﬁ 4
Heze 2lle

e

Master Kawazu says
if I observe nature
carefully...

1o

a haiku will come

but I really don't
see it.
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Old pond
a frog jumps in
the sound of water

g

toeg PR X
allis s

How many Just
syllables are | [count on your
in this haiku? fingers.

) 5
wen PR E
e i

D011

If I counted on
my fingers, all haiku
would have sixteen

syllables!

Veom, 9 %

G b oalle

HAAAIIIIL...

s M\
iyl

¥

e

KUUUUUUUUU...
[T
¥ 200

o

FALES

¥

—_

—_—

g
One breath poetry. ¢

s

=

Il .

L

T need
a season word
for my haiku.

L

wﬁM \l""”‘il%%l nh

Wait, I'm sure
you'll find
something.

™

wﬁllﬂ bﬁ“ﬁf [E% ;I:br\lu

A ches’tru.rr,._J

AL

&=
e

4,

\ir

You've been
working on this haiku
for a long time.

-

g

llli=

ik

S

G

How do you know?
-y *

ok
1S

AUf =

Your brush dried
on the paper.

o9, oW,

Al dzeal &=
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g
]
To write a good o
The sound of : g
the fly... the noise of haiku, you have to get
e 'Fly yourself wet,
}j‘:‘ :&; toc L i
i plop
A b =3 e
SRR 8
The sound of T'm trying to You mean three |
the fly... the noise write a haiku. || yes, make lines and seventeen
of the fly... can W'-::IE“’E:‘“‘E it shortl syllables? Hey, T'm
Fod an advice- talking to you.
&
* . “lul
@ @ =N

Master, I'd be
honored if you would
take a look at my

L]

So. what do

you think? /J___
aﬁ"\_ T
""_'\_ ol
- b4
I i

Your haiku
tastes like fly.

o200l
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Matsushima, ahl

A

the famous islands covered by pines...

n a emaller erale nfF ronree
T B WA ST LA el I_"\-l'ulur Er el LA wf s

Sand Sculpture Contest @ representation of MuTsu%

Matsushima

~ -

I guess one must also
be on a smaller scale
to fully appreciate ift.

~J

E2010

Matsushima, ah |

Ah, Matsushima, ah-ah|
Matsushima, ah! () ./

(*) Haiku by Basho
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L‘ You should read :I
this book.
——
'3 ¥
i i

100 haiku
about frogs.

@w! This is pr‘ac’rimm
my biography.
Tl
.3 e
1 2
g

Haiku by Chora

Get out of my road

and allow me to plant these
bamboos, Mr. Toad™

i

09

MNobody calls me
a a Toad.
1 ——

Haiku by Basho

A

>3

A dragonfhyl

Haiku by Kikaku {in reply to Basho's hailu)

e sl e
o o

Remaove its wings...

It‘ e
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Haiku by Issa

Come! With each other
let's play - little sparrow...

without ﬂnw_.r mother!

%@4

200

" the moon
at my wmdc-

The thief left it I:rehl'nd:/r)

s

Haiku by Moritake

Look! a fallen petal
returns te its branch.

) .

Mo, it's
a butterfly.

= =
Heiku by Bosho
&
= o o o @ o o @
Mary, many things o but not a
they call to mind these a gl|:|l'|g-|g haiku. @
)

cherry blossoms...

AL RAL f JlJ.liE'E_Ehf o

¥ WA ﬁllﬂillﬁg‘:if'ﬂ

AR A O__ vyl
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You went to the
Haiku Canada week-end
in Vancouver?

o0y
Alli=

How did
you know?

To find inspiration,
haiku writers sometimes
take walks called “gingko®.

i

(!

|

You can do a gingko
with your friends...

|

yi

(!

But it's better
is you spread out.

:

J

&
The pond is

pretty big. == Is it safe?
Byy¥

@201

7
Breakfast *
is served.
i\
X ki
1y I
ES 1
How ou can O@ g
@ B | [ Gy i m T X (|
N & CD,:J-:- T /f
B -
gt el De et
A I Il I % lh A
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Cherry Blossoms Viewing

[
Cherry
groupies.

= .
T e
{ ‘f"éi qzv}tf J.liz ﬁw: Iiw §
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S70m

Before you begin
your apprenticeship
as a haiku poet...

..you must undertake
the official rite of

passage.

Flower viewing.

Fire walking?

3 ) RS £ B o
ﬁsﬂﬂi” Mde AFLES ﬁ@i

g
@

At Ueno Park?
On Mount
Yoshino?

We're going

flower viewing.

Tl get my
umbrella...

How do we get
to the Vancouver
Cherry Blossom
Festival?

I couldn't get
plane tickets. so...

HANG ONI

“ s

That's a
frightening
thought...

There are
37.000 cherry trees
in Vancouver.

Outnumbered
by cherry trees!

==

Cund v bl 4 E&MZ e S

e i

28 Old Pond Comics




A

N My
nothing.
fl”li

il

A tree covered
in tissues.

A flower
with a dog
collar.

It'sa
daftodil.

ﬂ; & [

Mo wonder cherry ™
blossoms are the most
beautiful flowers
in Vancouver!

m
hﬂnmﬂlnﬂ
nappe
W
ﬁ%

I;II ap LW -:'I'.;P

ViolmPowsr!

Ii'so
cherry blossom
concert. A che;r'w
blogsom
concert?

WiglinPower!

o

Tl have a
piece of apple
pie.

T‘uﬁl'. % ‘Hﬁi Vo

o o
b
s ¢ ow
Wi o o®
EG%@%HiﬂﬂifTw
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= == @ m w L ®
2 - .
= m’J )
¢
— rilk &
=
LN fﬂﬂll v'fwwj ARRAL éﬂﬂi ¥ ¥l LAKEAY Euni— LA AN
If Tt g = =
you want to 8 _
be photographed a f;:;UHdEF a
thousand times... cherry tree.
=1
'ln‘.-'-"h"’ =

Aot
| 1 fhl,ﬂﬂi YARA L

A nyn Lﬂﬂi YA ':

I love biking
under blossoms.

I wish I knew
riding in the basket

was an optionl

2200

I bought
a cherry blossom pin to
support the festival.

Al

I didn't have amy
clothes to pin it on.
50...

iy

EAR PIERCING

It's
gonna sting
a little...
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What do you
want to do at
Sakura Days?

calligraphy origami ikebana
sake tasting yukata dressing
martial arts haiku writing
photography jopanese dancing
taiko drumming shiatsu
tea ceremony

T

200

Good thing
we have two

days.

Here's the famous
haiku stone.

E }E;E fig

L.uul Luul

Wouldn't it be great
to have a poem carved
in stone?

I-H:u

it Euul & %

200

O ON 0 piece
of gravel.

lHr.u

E‘E
mqumEﬂﬂz

a5 .

5 % _\_-ﬁ- i/ 5 % _\ if N \/

3 ) £} e &\

. =iy o * we'll come back & ” One weelk later. i:%

3 k. "3

il iy Ll L Ll i m * §
o =} 3 @ =}
® = & 5 ;" E

=] a i)

Cherry

blossoms!

=il
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What I like
most about

cherry latte...

OO

¥y 'ﬂf%ﬁlg q

= - ]
L
)
m =
= o
sip
¥y ‘f\fﬁl\,_ b

T
] =1
FOrv E &

..is the cherry

blossom moustache.

allo e ©

blossoms.

people picniking under the

=

Why would T want to come home - cherry blossoms
| \ o/ " °
fﬂ"'mm N — 4
m L P =0
ECC s
I\ VRN P SGE
o - e =
Fasterl Fasterl w &
Y J ol
&1 1]
= In Japan, there . " = -
would be a thousand 2 And here, there are a
slippery

a thousand antsl

when weeeeeeeet
cherry petals

01

It's difficult

Lo R

to photograph cherry
blossoms these days.

All you see is
big angry clouds.

hail stones-
cherry petals
hit the pavement
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I was asked

to demonstrate how
cherry blossoms
fall.

But all the
flowers are gone,

Haiku by Basho

— i
¥ vwﬁﬂﬂi N

Everything is covered
by cherry blossoms™.

Haiku by Basho

Clouds of cherry blossoms!
The temple bell.
iz it Ueno or Asakura?*

The bullet
train to Kyoto.

1l

The last
cherry blossom is

about to fall.

earthquake
a cherry blossom
turns white
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Oid Pond Comics feature the adventures of Master Kewazu, the frog who inspired Basho's

farnous poem, and his young apprentice Keerw

2l i= s

Marier Hawaxs
meets Basho

opens 8 haiku achool

challenges a student

o 0 ) rgq» L

s Sl k4 “J..llujr

b= e

HKaaru
wanta to kearn haiku
locka for 8 haiku teacher

writes 28 haiku in 28 duys

takes an spprentice becomes Mester Kawazu's spprentioe
gives haiku lessons atudies haiku
goes cherry blossom viewing edmires cherry blossoma

includan the 28 hailu-comics writhan darisg Netionsl Helke Writing Month

A grect way io teach and genercie intersst in ik — George O Howkina
*Thesa ara britiont.” — Micheel Dylan Welch

*Tha Oid Pond Cormics ore mosterful and everyons is surs io anjoy them.”
— Anita Krumina [Frogpond}

L6.00



